VOCABULARY - The Devil's Arithmetic Chapters 8-10

Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues - Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentence. Use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what you think the italic word mean on the lines provided.

1. She gave him a hug, and his normally dour face lit up.

________________________________________________

2. The medals on his chest caught the light from the spring sun, sending undecipherable signals across the market to them.

________________________________________________

3. "Sometimes she is lucid other times she talks of Rochelles and needles and snakes."

________________________________________________

4. They were a violent punctuation to all those undistinguishable sentences, as if Shmuel wanted to shake his fist in the Nazi's face but didn't dare.

________________________________________________

5. The government has decreed that we are to be relocated for the duration of this war.

________________________________________________

6. "At my request, the soldiers will pay special attention to the shul to make sure the peasants do not desecrate it."

________________________________________________

7. "But Reb Boruch, why would they billet soldiers here if they are needed elsewhere in the war?"

________________________________________________

8. She kept remembering more and more, about the death camps and the crematoria..

________________________________________________

9. There were armed guards standing in front of the station house door and scattered around the periphery.
________________________________________________
10. There was silence so profound, Hannah wondered if she had gone deaf.
_________________________________________________
11. The proverbs say 'He who harps on a matter alienates his friend...'
_________________________________________________ 
12. "Do not be impudent."
_________________________________________________
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Devil’s Arithmetic Vocabulary Worksheet Chapters 8- 10 Continued

Part II: Determining the Meaning - Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions. If there are words for which you cannot figure out the definition by contextual clues and by  process of elimination, look them up in a dictionary.
___1. dour 



A. clear-headed
___2. undecipherable 

B. unable to distinguish
___3. lucid 



C. ruin; violate
___4. undistinguishable

D. heavy; penetrating
___5. decreed 



E. sour; gloomy
___6. desecrate 


f. furnace used for cremation
___7. billet 



G. edge; fringe
___8. crematoria 


H. cocky; arrogant
___9. periphery 


I. distances
___10. profound 


J. position
___11. alienates 


K. unable to solve
___12. impudent 


L. ordered
